Paris: Prelude to the World War
socialization. Genuine socialization, in Jules Guesde's
view, could exist only when a real people's nation
was established by the abolition of classes, when the
government of men was replaced by the administra-
tion of things. I could not agree with everything he
said, but I was wise enough not to start a discussion
every time that happened. In some respects, Guesde
seemed to be too absolute, too much inclined to " all
or nothing", though he certainly favoured reforms
that would make life easier for the poor and increase
their liberty of action.
The spring of 1914 brought a very exciting time.
It was die period of general elections, which meant
a heavy task for Paoli and for me. We had to organize
the campaign in two constituencies, one of them,
near the fortifications, with no chance for our candi-
date to be elected, and the other one that of our friend
Bracke, which could be held only by a vigorous fight.
The struggle promised to become a heated one. The
Socialist party had decided to oppose with energy
the government's bill for a three-year compulsory
military service: to make opposition to this the
central point of the campaign.
It always was and still is one of the characteristics
of the French Socialist movement that all activity in
the constituencies is exclusively honorary and is
carried on without any salaried help, even during the
actual campaign.
" Father " Bracke sent word one day that he wanted
to see me as quickly as possible.
" You must take an active part in this campaign,"
he declared. " We shall begin with a women's meet-
ing at which you are to be the main speaker/'